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New approach of cataloguing / identification of Overland Mail Route Instruction 
Markings based on inscription and design 

Revision 30 December 2017 
I appreciate comments and suggestions! 

 
A large number of Route Instruction Markings, particularly Handstamps and Imprinted Envelopes 
are known and listed in the old monograph by Norman Collins. 
 
That monograph, when published in 1990, listed a total of 93 Handstamps and 51 Imprinted 
Envelopes. After almost 30 years, numerous additional handstamps were reported, in addition 
some imprinted envelopes, the later even in different envelope sizes. Also the usage dates are 
outdated. 
On my website I currently (as of 30 December 2017) list over 50 new discovered / previously 
unrecorded Route Instruction Handstamps and about 10 new discovered / previously unrecorded 
Imprinted Envelopes.  
Due the vast number recorded items it is increasingly difficult to classify them or check if they are 
recorded already. Norman Collins initially listed them based on the wording of the handstamps, 
without leaving gaps in his numbering for any future additions. 
 
These handstamps I list here on my site here as I am aware of them, hence the numbering does 
not match the schema created by Norman. In order to help the collector of the Overland Mail 
Baghdad-Haifa to find out if a certain handstamp is already listed if try to prepare this chart of 
handstamps which is based on the inscription and design of the handstamps and gives and idea of 
the numbering. The original listing by Norman Collins in fact followed a similar approach but with 
consecutive numbering which made it almost impossible to add new discovered handstamps in a 
clear and systematic order. 
The final goal may be a complete new numbering scheme which may be published simultaneously 
in several philatelic magazines and here on my site for free download. 
 
Route Instruction Handstamps 
 
I intend to group the handstamps divided by following characteristics: (Please note that some 
handstamps may fall into several categories). 
 

Images not to scale and it is not a complete list of all known handstamps!!! 
Single line of text only 

Planned Numbering: 
HS-ANN - HS-AZZ 

(Samples) 

Double lines of text only 
Planned Numbering: 
HS-BNN - HS-BZZ 

(Samples) 

Single line of text and 
horizontal line (s) 

Planned Numbering: 
HS-CNN - HS-CZZ 

(Samples) 

   

 
 

 



Initial Version, 30 December 2017 Page 2 of 4 
 

Single line of text only 
Planned Numbering: 
HS-ANN - HS-AZZ 

(Samples) 

Double lines of text only 
Planned Numbering: 
HS-BNN - HS-BZZ 

(Samples) 

Single line of text and 
horizontal line (s) 

Planned Numbering: 
HS-CNN - HS-CZZ 

(Samples) 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 
  

 

  

 
Two lines of text and 

horizontal line(s) 
Planned Numbering: 
HS-DNN - HS-DZZ 

(Samples) 

Three (or more) lines of text 
and horizontal line(s) 
Planned Numbering: 
HS-ENN - HS-EZZ 

(Samples) 

Text and square (Boxed) 
around 

Planned Numbering: 
HS-FNN - HS-FZZ 

(Samples) 
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Two lines of text and 
horizontal line(s) 

Planned Numbering: 
HS-DNN - HS-DZZ 

(Samples) 

Three (or more) lines of text 
and horizontal line(s) 
Planned Numbering: 
HS-ENN - HS-EZZ 

(Samples) 

Text and square (Boxed) 
around 

Planned Numbering: 
HS-FNN - HS-FZZ 

(Samples) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
French or German language 

handstamps 
Planned Numbering: 
HS-GNN - HS-GZZ 

(Samples) 

Arabic or Farsi language 
handstamps 

Planned Numbering: 
HS-HNN - HS-HZZ 

(Samples) 

Mixed Language handstamps 
Planned Numbering: 

HS-JNN - HS-JZZ 
(Samples) 

Due to the limited number of such handstamps known, this group 
could be combined into one group called "Non English language" 

(Arabic, Farsi, French, German) handstamps. 
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French or German language 
handstamps 

Planned Numbering: 
HS-GNN - HS-GZZ 

(Samples) 

Arabic or Farsi language 
handstamps 

Planned Numbering: 
HS-HNN - HS-HZZ 

(Samples) 

Mixed Language handstamps 
Planned Numbering: 

HS-JNN - HS-JZZ 
(Samples) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 
 Imprinted Envelopes 
To be continued... 
 

   
   
   
   
   

 


